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I reproduce this letter not merely for the sake of the correc-
tion, but for confessing my failure to command discipline even
in such a simple matter as the getting of monthly returns, I used
to talk at lBelgaumr of being exacting in enforcing discipline. I see
that I have failed to secure the co-operation of the provincial com-
mittees. The Congress constitution provides no sanction against
recalcitrant committees. Even if it did, I should be loath to en-
force it. But though my pride is humbled, I must still plead and
hope. Will the committees please wake up to a sense of their duty
and respond to the request of the General Secretary for returns?

Young India, 25-6-1925

179.   PLEA FOR HUMILITY

In my talks with public workers in Bengal, I came across a
young man who among his claims for public recognition, men-
tioned his and his fellow-workers' brahmacharya or celibacy. The
manner of presenting the claim and the self-assurance with which
the young man spoke repelled me and I felt that he was talking
about things he little knew. His fellow-workers repudiated the
claim. And the young man himself, when I cross-questioned
him, admitted that the claim could not be sustained. A man
who consciously sins with his mind, even though he may not
sin with his body is not a celibate. One who cannot remain un-
moved at the sight of a woman, however beautiful she may be,
is not a celibate. One who keeps his body under control from
sheer necessity, does_well but is not a celibate. We may not de-
grade sacred words by a loose use of them. True celibacy has im-
portant results which can be verified. It is a difficult virtue to prac-
tise. Many attempt it but few succeed. Those who walk about
the country in the -garb of sannyasins are often no more celibates
than the ordinary man in the street. Only the latter is often a bet-
ter man as he makes no pretension to virtue. He is satisfied that
his Maker knows his trials, temptations and his century of
triumphs in resisting temptations as also his few falls in spite of
heroic attempts. He is satisfied to be judged by the world for his
falls. His successes he treasures secretly like a miser. He is too
humble to make them known. Such a man has hope of redemp-
tion. Not so the self-satisfied sannyasin who does not even know
the A B G of restraint. There is danger of public workers who do

1 At the annual session of the Indian National Congress, in December
1924; Me Vol. XXV, p. 454.